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Conveners: 

Jann Th. Martinsohn (European Commission, Joint Research 

Centre, EU)  

Dorte Bekkevold (DTU Aqua, DK) 

Filip Volckaert (KU Leuven, BE) 

Session scope 

 

Marine renewable resources are heavily 

exploited worldwide, leading to 

significant environmental disturbances 

and socio-economic impacts. It is now 

generally accepted that a shift towards a 

sustainable and profitable exploitation of 

marine resources requires the integration 

of ecosystem knowledge, which is also 

reflected in recent marine policy 

frameworks.  

However, the implementation of an ecosystem approach to 

marine resource management is intricate and subject to 

scientific and political debate. The recently implemented 

European Union (EU) Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

(MSFD), which commits EU Member States to implement 

management measures by 2015 and ensure good environmental 

status of European seas by 2020, and the recently reformed EU 

Common Fisheries Policy, which puts major emphasis on the 

ecosystem approach to fisheries management are two cases in 

point. Similar provisions are embedded in other legal 

frameworks, such as the US Magnuson-Stevens Act and the 

Canadian Fisheries Act. 

Examples around the world show that the rapid progress in 

fisheries and marine genetics and genomics provides major 

opportunities to strongly support an ecosystem-based marine 

resource management, particularly when integrated with other 

approaches. However, there remains the need to systematically 

and coherently underpin existing management schemes with 

genetic/genomic information and to integrate such information 

fully into existing fisheries and marine living resource data 

collection schemes, such as the EU Data Collection 

Framework. 

For this session, we invite contributions that present the current 

status of the application of genetic and genomic approaches to 

marine management, their benefits, and obstacles to their routine 

application. 

http://ices.dk/news-and-events/asc/ASC2015
http://ices.dk/news-and-events/asc/ASC2015
http://ices.dk/news-and-events/asc/ASC2015/Pages/default.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome the consideration of a broad spectrum of natural 

renewable resource management targets and aspects, including 

aquaculture. Studies may span the integration of genetic 

analyses with approaches such as habitat mapping and fisheries 

modelling, as well as linking genetic diversity with ecosystem 

functionality, resilience of harvested species, trophic 

interactions, and cost-benefit estimates. We expect this session 

to raise awareness among researchers and stakeholders and to 

facilitate the integration of genetics and genomics into a holistic 

approach to an ecosystem-based marine resource management. 

For any informal enquiries, please feel free to contact any one 

of the Conveners 

Jann Th. Martinsohn [e‐mail: 

jann.martinsohn@jrc.ec.europa.eu] 

Dorte Bekkevold [e‐mail: db@aqua.dtu.dk] 

Filip Volckaert [e‐mail: Filip.Volckaert@bio.kuleuven.be] 

Authors are invited to submit abstracts for paper (oral) or 

poster presentation in one of the 2015 theme sessions via the 

ICES ASC website.  

http://ices.dk/news-and-
events/asc/ASC2015/Pages/default.aspx 

Deadline for submitting abstracts is 30 April 2015 via the ICES 

website! 

 

Funding support 

for young 

scientists 

Travel funds are available for early career scientists and first-time 

participation at the ASC is especially encouraged. 

To be eligible, the applicant must meet these requirements: 

 35 years or younger 
 Nationality/affiliation in an ICES member country 
 Abstract submitted and registration for ASC 

mailto:jann.martinsohn@jrc.ec.europa.eu
mailto:db@aqua.dtu.dk
mailto:Filip.Volckaert@bio.kuleuven.be
http://ices.dk/news-and-events/asc/ASC2015/Pages/default.aspx
http://ices.dk/news-and-events/asc/ASC2015/Pages/default.aspx
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Filip Volckaert 

[Filip.Volckaert@bio.kuleuven.be] 
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Because funds are limited, travel support can only be partial, 

e.g. airfare, accommodation, and subsistence.  

Applications will be assessed on the following criteria: 

 Originality of work (as shown in abstract) 

 Significance for one of the theme sessions 

Online application for travel funds will open at the end of May, 

immediately after successful contributors have been informed.  

The deadline for applications is 19 June 2015. 

More Info: http://ices.dk/news-and-

events/asc/ASC2015/Pages/Early-Career-Scientists.aspx 
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